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church hierarchy: bishopric, priesthood, and deaconry. Only then
could the Old Ritualist church depend upon the continuation of
the Apostolic succession, for this secured the regular ordination of
priests, and thereby the celebration of all sacraments could be ob-
served. But at the most critical moment several bishops who had
been in sympathy with the Old Ritualism at Its inception recanted
to Nikonianism, while others, like Paul Kolomensky, died before
the Schism had time to become a separate body. With the disap-
pearance of bishops hostile to Nikonianism the bonds of Orthodox
prelacy were forever torn asunder, though the grave significance of
this fact was not realized at once by the zealots of the old faith. In
the early days, when they hoped for the victory of ancient Ortho-
doxy, the absence of bishops in the Schism did not excite any special
apprehension, because there still were many priests who had been
ordained prior to the time of Nikon, and it was easy to comply with
the demands of strict Old Ritualist canonists, like Deacon Theo-
dore, that priests ordained according to the new books should not be
accepted. Avvakum held a more moderate view on theological de-
tails, and even at that time preached that priests of the "new
order," if sincere in their convictions and ready to suffer for their
faith, could be admitted to the celebration of the sacraments. "How
can the world exist without priests?" he asked. "Anything may
happen through necessity . . . these are unruly times." As the
priests ordained before Nikon's time grew old and died and it
became more difficult for the laity to partake of the sacraments,
this point of view assumed a great importance. The Solovetsk
Monastery supplied the Old Ritualists with a reserve of the Holy
Eucharist until the death of Tsar Alexis, but under Theodore the
monks deserted the monastery and going to out-of-the-way places
began to celebrate the Mass, attracting there many "zealots of an-
cient faith from distant lands." Finally, during the persecutions in
the reign of Tsarevna Sophia, the priests of the pre-Nikonian order
acquired especial importance, and wherever they went the hierar-
chical center of the Schism was transferred. Avvakum's concession
was put into practice, and a priest baptized before Nikon's time,
notwithstanding his ordination by the Nikonians, was admitted
into the "old faith." By this expedient the formidable problem was
successfully postponed for several decades. But when the genera-